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GCNJ began another year
with a successful Leadership
Workshop called, “What’s In It
For You,” held at Rutgers
Gardens on September 9.  The
day soared into the 90’s but
that did not prevent the 125
attendees from problem
solving, learning more about
membership promotion and
grasping how to manage clubs
more efficiently.  For the
second year, Ruth Paul and
Diana Kazazis chaired a well-
received event, and I extend a

huge thank you to both of them.  
In addition, the skills of Joan Lippi, a valuable committee member and

wonderful registrar, were greatly appreciated.  Finally, I would like to thank
all of our members who traveled across the state to join us.

On Friday, November 11, Rutgers Gardens and GCNJ will offer “Trees for
Your Home Landscape” as part of the “Digging It at Rutgers Gardens”
Series. Bruce Crawford will lead us through the autumn gardens beginning
at 1 p.m. to show us how trees add value and beauty to our gardens.
Check our website for registration information and join us for a topic that is
truly a favorite of mine.

As you know, “Youth Lead the Way” is the presidential theme for my term
in office.  This year, monetary awards will be offered to clubs that create
new projects involving youth.  All the necessary information will be on the
state website very soon.

New Jersey, the founding state for Blue Star Memorials, is proud to say
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President’s Message (continued)

that Blue Star continues to thrive!  On October 1, the Oceanport Garden
Club re-dedicated a Blue Star Memorial that was moved for safety’s sake.
It now stands proudly in a beautiful garden on Highway 36 and Route 71.
On Saturday, November 5, the Garden Club of Toms River will dedicate a
Blue Star at the entrance to Winding River Park on Route 37 West.  This
president never fails to tear up when attending, as the ceremony touches
my heart in a profound way each and every time.  Consider having your
club place a Blue Star Memorial  in your community!  Joan Cichalski is the
chair for GCNJ Blue Star and is most willing to guide you.  Her email is
jjcichalski@comcast.net. 

It is important to pass on information that will effect planning for your
next year’s club budget.  After much consideration and deliberation, the
GCNJ Finance Committee approved an increase in yearly dues from $5.00
to $7.00 per person and an increase in the yearly insurance fee from $3.00
to $5.00 per member.  This amounts to an increase of only $4.00 per year
per member with the total amount of dues going from $8.00 to $12.00 in
the year, 2017-18.  The increased dues will be payable in May 2017.

You may ask--why is this increase necessary?  Our reasoning is that
NGC increased its dues from 50 cents per member to $1.00 per member;
insurance costs will produce a deficit of over $2,200 in the 2016-17 year
and GCNJ can no longer absorb this.  Additionally, insurance costs are
anticipated to rise at a rate of 7-10% annually in the coming years. 

The declining statewide membership has also impacted this situation.
There are fewer members among which to divide rising expenses. So,
please plan ahead and realize that it has been many years since NGC or
GCNJ has had a dues increase.

Moving on to a more pleasurable event, February 23-26, 2017, will once
again bring our GCNJ Flower Show to the New Jersey Convention Center
in Edison.  It has been scheduled a week later, and it is our hope that GCNJ
clubs and their members will find this date more convenient.  With the
overall theme, “Color Your World,” and Joan Lippi as our Chair, we are sure
to have a successful event.  Joan can be reached at joanlippi@gmail.com,
where you can sign up for some form of active participation—by entering a
flower arrangement, being a part of a team event or perhaps by
volunteering to help by being a docent.  Join us today.  

It is my fervent wish that GCNJ clubs have much success this year with
motivating programs and community outreach.  We are over 4,700 strong
and continuing to make a difference in our beautiful Garden State.
Warmest regards,

“Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a
tree a long time ago”. Warren Buffett

SEND ALL 
EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES

TO:
Maureen Collins at 
13 Trafalgar Place

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 
or email

collins_mbc@yahoo.com
or call 732-275-7162.

Advertising in News Leaf

If you have any questions
concerning current advertis-
ers in News Leaf or if you
know of a business or garden
club that wishes to advertise
in News Leaf, please contact
Alison Stellita at alisongcnj@
gmail.com or call 848-448-
3162.

mailto:alisongcnj@gmail.com
mailto:alisongcnj@gmail.com
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NEWS of  THE STATE FLOWER SHOW 
FEB 23-26, 2017

“Kaleidoscope” is the title of the upcoming state
flower show and it reflects the New Jersey Garden
and Flower Show’s overall theme of “Color Your
World.” Color will be the inspiration and focus for
lively displays and spirited competitions in design,
horticulture and special exhibits. The “Who, What,
Where, When and How” are to be found in the show
schedule, available at the GCNJ website under
“Flower Shows.”

This year will bring a new competition of “Themed
Gardens” in the Artistic Crafts Division for both adults
and youth. Think of a “Fairy Garden” but this time one
not limited to fairy objects – it could be hobbits,
animals, Shakespearean, etc.  It is to be a small
garden landscape, where accessories dominate and
some plant material is used. The adult class title is,
“Such Stuff as Dreams Are Made On”, and the
youth class is called “Do You Believe in Magic.” The
public’s interest in themed gardens and the availability
of accessories will undoubtedly spur on many creative
and whimsical exhibits.

There are three awards for Club Competition. In
Design, it’s an al fresco table for six called “Pop of
Color”; in Special Exhibits, it is the Anderson
Windows temporary gardens called “An Artist’s
Garden” and in Horticulture, it is displays of related
plants, called “Multi-faceted.” Clubs must pre-
register with the consultant as soon as possible. There
is a limit of four entries in each area.

Back by popular demand – a section of flowering
branches; the Tillandsia combination planting; and the
botanical jewelry and decorated shoe. Photography
for both adult and youth has grown in stature and
class titles are: “Optical Conclusions” and “Color
Vision.”

Your educational and invitational exhibits are
sought. Please contact the consultant listed in the
schedule to sign up. Show and Tell us about your
successful projects, and your special activities.

Deadline to note: 

November 22: This is the deadline for ownership
of horticulture. Exhibitors must be in possession of

their plants for 90 days before the show.  This does
not include bulbs and plants from seeds. So, buy any
plant and keep it in top shape for 90 days. Look for
Norfolk Island pines, orchids, ferns, African Violets, as
you shop for your turkey. It’s your excuse to buy
something different. The Youth time frame is 60 days. 

Contact show General Chair Joan Lippi
(joanlippi@gmail.com) and Vice Chair Pat Bowker
(kellysaunt.pb@gmail.com) for more information.
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GCNJ SCHOLARSHIPS

The time is approaching quickly for submitting GCNJ scholar-
ship applications.  All forms and information needed to apply are
on the GCNJ website at www.gardenclubofnewjersey.com. 

IMPORTANT DEADLINE - ALL INFORMATION AND
DOCUMENTATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY ME NO LATER

THAN FEBRUARY 1, 2017
Please spread the word!  GCNJ gives 14 scholarships worth

approximately $16,000. With the high cost of college, every bit
helps. 

Many sincere thanks to the following garden clubs and its
members for helping with their most generous and thoughtful
donations given to the scholarship fund: 

Garden Club of Essex Fells Grow and Show Garden Club of 
Bridgewater Garden Club Interlaken
Bound Brook Garden Club Garden Club of Westfield
Garden Club RFD Basking Ridge Garden Club

Garden Club of Metuchen

If you have any questions or need any guidance, do not hesitate
to get in touch with me at 973-335-8249 or callieri@aol.com.  I am
here to help you.

Onnolee Allieri
GCNJ Scholarship Chair
callieri@aol.com 

Get your new copy of  Visions of  Beauty

New Jersey is well represented in this current edition, with four
pages occupied by the creative flower arranging of Dierdre Gross
of Pinelands Garden Club (see her December contribution on the
right) and a picture of a garden by Jane Bersch called “Summer
Retreat”.  Jane represented the Floral Impressions Group of New
Jersey. 

Chaired by New Jersey’s Brenda Bingham, it celebrates the
floral and horticultural artistry of our organization.

Visions of Beauty is a flower arrangement and engagement
calendar created by National Garden Club that includes full page
color designs. If your club is looking for an exciting and profitable
"Ways and Means" item, this is it. Help celebrate New Jersey’s talented designers.

The price for one calendar is $6.75 (includes shipping) and can be purchased at the
Official Online Store on the National Garden Club’s website. Click www.shopgardenclub.org to place an order
or contact Brenda Bingham at bbing@comcast.net for further information. 

Share a collector’s vision at 

the Gardens at Mill Fleurs 
Point Pleasant, PA 

Private Group Tours 
Rare Plant Nursery 
millfleurs.garden 
215.297.1000 

http://www.thegardensatmillfleurs.com/
http://wthsnj.org/
http://shopgardenclub.org/shop/
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The Butterflies & BeeGAP Committee took part in
September’s Leadership Workshop at Rutgers
Gardens by introducing the audience to GCNJ’s
brand new project.  It is designed to help our garden
clubs educate the public by partnering with garden
centers/nurseries, public/private gardens, organiza-
tions, schools and our communities as well as gain-
ing new members in the process.  We are happy to
report that all the information you need to incorpo-
rate this into your club’s activities is up on the GCNJ
website at www.gardenclubofnewjersey.com.  The
homepage has a brief synopsis of this project. You
can click on “Select” or go to “Club Projects” and
then click on “Butterflies & BeeGAP”.  You can read
the goals of the project; view the six pollinator signs
available and use the order form.  If you still have
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at
my email address, jeannieg42@earthlink.net.

We are proud to announce that our Butterflies &
BeeGAP Committee has already donated a full set of
signs.  Six double-sided 18” x 24”signs and six
single-sided 24” x 36” signs have been given to Van
Vleck House & Gardens in Montclair.  Placing the
double-sided signs in the middle of their garden
beds will enable visitors to view them from both
directions.  

We received emails of appreciation from Montclair

Foundation/Van Vleck House &
Gardens Executive Director,
Charles D. Fischer, and their
Director of Education, Michelle
Wiessner.  They both shared with us
that they had dozens of Black
Swallowtail and Monarch
chrysalises — some hatching out
and beginning their long journey
south and some Black Swallowtail
chrysalises who will overwinter in
the gardens, hatching out in May. 

Garden Club members can also
view the new signage at J & J
Landscaping and Garden Center in
Flemington (see picture to the left)
and Hionis Greenhouses & Garden
Center in Whitehouse Station.

They, too, have partnered with GCNJ. Additional
signs may be seen at Donaldson’s Garden Center in
Hackettstown. They have partnered with Warren
Garden Club. 

In the future—     

1.  Wellsweep Herb Farm in Port Murray, will
partner with Belvidere GC.

2.  Karen Nash Memorial Butterfly Garden will
partner with Karen Nash Butterfly Jr. GC.

3.  Rake & Hoe GC and GC of Westfield will co-
partner with Williams Nursery in Westfield.

4.  Neshanic GC, GC of Long Valley, Hunterdon
Hills GC and Floraphile GC are all working to
partner with garden centers/nurseries and
public gardens in their local areas.

5.  Finally, some garden club members have
expressed their desire to put some of this
signage in their own home gardens.  Spread
the word!  It’s a good thing!

So what are you waiting for?  This is the perfect
time for planning this project in your local
community--- and making a difference! 

Jeannie Geremia
Butterflies & BeeGAP Chair

jeannieg42@earthlink.net

Creating Pollinator Centers
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New Award!
Creating Pollinator Centers Award

The GCNJ is pleased to announce a new award to be offered in
conjunction with GCNJ’s newest Butterflies and BeeGap Project.  This
exciting project will encourage garden clubs to reach out to garden
centers offering them pollinator signage indicating host/nectar/pollen
plants, trees and shrubs. The award is entitled the “Creating Pollinator
Centers Award” and will be given to the garden club that most clearly
demonstrates the goals of this new initiative.  It will be offered by GCNJ
for a period of two years with the recipient receiving a beautiful Boehm
porcelain plate that depicts bees, butterflies and flora.  Recipients will
retain possession of the plate permanently. The GCNJ award
application procedure and deadline for submission is identical to that of
other GCNJ Awards and can be found on the GCNJ website at 
www.gardenclubofnewjersey.com.

Cecelia Millea
GCNJ Awards Chair
cmillea@msn.com

Central Atlantic Region
Life Members

Onnolee Allieri
Jane Bersch
Jane Bianco
Brenda Bingham
Dierdre Gross
Patricia Grossi
Carole Iuso
Alice Jarvis
Beverly Kazickas
Adrienne Langan
Barbara Mullin
Vivian Morrison
Susan O’Donnell
Janet Warshauer
Mary Warshauer
New 2016 CAR Life Members

Beverly Kazickas
Susan O’Donnell

Irene Saputo
Life Membership Chair
itsaputo@aol.com

http://arboretumfriends.org/
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Oceanport Garden Club Rededicates 
Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker

The Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker on Route
36 in West Long Branch was recently rededicated at a
ceremony organized by the Oceanport Garden Club.
The marker, which had originally been located on the
grounds of the motor vehicle office on Route 36, was
relocated this past June to a more accessible location
at the intersection of Route 36 and Monmouth Road. 

The ceremony took place on Saturday, October 1,
and featured the ROTC Color Guard from Long
Branch High School, as well as a large contingent of
veterans from local VFW posts.  Past State
Commander (VFW Post 2226) Manny Almeida gave
the keynote remarks while Chaplain Lt. Colonel USA
Retired Wayne Smith delivered the invocation and
benediction.  Club member Sue Sherrill, a WAC

veteran from World War II, dedicated the Marker.

Oceanport Garden Club President Christina
Grimley thanked the Club members and New Jersey
Department of Transportation officials for helping to
move the memorial, plant and maintain its present
site.  

A reception was held following the ceremony at the
Old First United Methodist Church Hall in West Long
Branch.  The reception featured a display of vintage
uniforms of all branches of the armed forces, on loan
from the Navy Lakehurst Historical Society.  

The Blue Star Memorial Marker Program was
begun in 1944 to honor all members of the armed
services.  Currently there are 35 sites in New Jersey
and approximately 2,800 in the United States.  

Another marker will be dedicated on November 5,
2016, in Toms River and next June, a marker on Long
Beach Island will add to New Jersey’s total number of

markers.  GCNJ is pleased to have so many clubs
working to bring Blue Star Markers to every part of our
state.  For information on how to get involved in this
worthwhile program, please contact me at 732-977-
4477.

Joan Cichalski
Chair, GCNJ Blue Star 
jicichalski@comcast.net

Co Chairs: Club President Christina Grimley & Linda Dennis
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GCNJ’s Newest Habitat for Humanity Program

“A New Kind of Bucket List” is GCNJ’s NEWEST Habitat for Humanity
Program. Bridgewater Garden Club is leading the way with club

members, Peggy Koehler, GCNJ Habitat for Humanity
Project Chair and Margaret Esposito, Co-Chair,
together with Linda Bradway, Raritan Valley Habitat for
Humanity Advisor, collaborating to introduce new
homeowners to gardening.  

Spring, Summer, Fall…ALL GARDENING SEASONS!
We’re just in time for the dedication of two new homes
by Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity!  The familiar
orange Home Depot buckets (donated by local Home
Depot stores) are outfitted with an Apollo garden tool
organizer, a “Gardening Basics for Dummies” book,
hand pruners, trowel, weed diggers, folding pruning
saw, men’s and ladies’ work gloves, a kneeler, a
gardening hat, plus some bonus gifts!  

The project provides guidance, information and tools
for the new owners to maintain the landscaping
provided at their homes as well as encouraging them to
expand their involvement in landscaping, vegetable

and flower gardening.

Although this initial program will begin in Somerset County, it is
destined to expand throughout the state with the endorsement of our
GCNJ State President, Susan O’Donnell.

As we are alerted to other newly completed Habitat for
Humanity home closings in
various parts of the state,
we will contact appropriate
garden clubs so that they
may join us in adopting a
home and offering a
“Bucket”!  It will take some
time and organization to
help fill the needs, but we
hope we will be up to the
challenge!

It is hoped that this pro-
ject will instill confidence,

knowledge and pride as these fami-
lies set out to root their lives in new
neighborhoods and communities. 

Peggy Koehler
Habitat for Humanity Chair
Koehlerpeggy@yahoo.com

Peggy Koehler and Margaret Esposito
presenting Buckets to new Raritan Valley
Habitat for Humanity homeowners   
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Doing Something Special!
Garden Club of  Long Beach Island Is Raising

Awareness for Monarch Butterflies

This spring, the Garden Club of Long Beach Island’s Birds and Wildlife
Committee, headed by Judie Alloway, embarked on a brand new project:
Installing Monarch butterfly breeding stations up and down the
island. Although there has been some good news recently, the
number of Monarchs returning to Mexico this past winter was three-
and-a-half times greater than the year before–we cannot become
complacent.  Monarch populations are measured in acres and while
last winter’s population covered 10 acres and was a measurable
improvement, it is still lower than the 44 acres covered in 1995.

In those 20 years (1995-2015), the population of Monarch
butterflies in the Eastern United States has declined by more than
90 percent.  That is because civilization (housing developments,
malls and shopping centers) is displacing and herbicides are killing
milkweed–a plant absolutely vital to the Monarch’s survival.  In fact,
the World Wildlife Fund has gone so far as to warn that the mysterious
and magnificent migration of the Monarch is in danger of disappearing.

There is something we can do—and this spring our garden club did it.
We planted milkweed (Asclepias), a backyard plant on which Monarch
caterpillars feed.  The two types best suited for our area are Asclepias
incarnata (see photos on right), a pale pink-to-purple variety, and
Asclepias tuberosa, that is a bright orange. 

We have also provided instructional material at the sites to educate
the public about the importance of planting milkweed; which types are
best for Long Beach Island and what to look for once the Monarch has
laid her eggs. 

So far, two sites are operational-outside Scojo’s Restaurant in Surf
City and at the Beach Haven Library.  You will recognize the breeding
stations by the signs and don’t forget to ask for the informational
handout inside Scojo’s and the Library. 

The information given above had been published in the Sand Paper, a
local paper for Long Beach Island and surrounding areas, and the article
was a great success in raising awareness of the plight of the Monarchs.
The article spurred interest in our project and many local businesses,
non-profit organizations, as well as residents want to be on the list for
the Garden Club to plant milkweed.  Inquiries keep coming in and we
have even heard from someone as far away as Texas.  She received the
Sand Paper article from a New Jersey friend.  It is encouraging that so
many people are willing to do something, no matter how small, to help
with our environmental issue.

Virginia Scarlatelli
vsscarlatelli@att.net
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Preparing Our Gardens for the Next Season

This is an excellent time to step back and look at how your organic
garden grew this season. Did your plants look as healthy as you
expected them to be? 

Take photographs of your plants each year. This winter, when you
are planning next year's garden, reach for the photos and you will be
quite surprised at how much you accomplished.

➢ Most trees, lawns and spring-blooming shrubs grow better if you
plant them in the fall in well-prepared organic soil. Top growth is less
active, ground water more plentiful and tiny roots become strong,
storing energy for the spring show of flowers and foliage. 

➢ It is an excellent time to plant fall-flowering perennials: graceful
Japanese anemones, sweet autumn clematis, along with other cool
weather plants such as asters, kale and pansies. Fragrant witch
hazel will bloom even when snow is on the ground. Do not forget to
plant your bulbs. They will announce spring's arrival.

➢ Autumn is the perfect time to prepare your organic spring
vegetable garden. Clean your vegetable beds, turn the soil adding
plenty of compost. Scatter spinach seeds that will mature and
flourish in cool weather. These hardy greens grow throughout the
fall, lie dormant under the snow and then start growing again in
spring. Plant some Egyptian onions-they are perennial and you can
harvest the green tips all winter.        

➢ Herbs are among fall's most rewarding plants. Cut them back and
freeze or dry the clippings for winter enjoyment. Place organic leaf
mulch around your perennial herbs to protect from frost damage. 

➢ Before moving your potted plants indoors, wash them well with an
all-purpose natural spray that will eliminate most pests: mix two
teaspoons of liquid dishwashing detergent with one cup of
vegetable oil. Shake vigorously to emulsify and then add one quart
of water. Be certain to spray the undersides of leaves, too.
Mealybugs and scales grow a tough coat of arms, so use a cotton
swab and dab each bug mass with rubbing alcohol. Then once a
month, scrub leaves gently with soapy water to remove dust
particles from the breathing holes. 

➢ It is time to relax while we await the
end of winter and it is once again time
to start our organic gardens — all
over again. 

You must heal any wounds you give the
Earth and you must feed her to replace
what you take from her. 

Only if you repay your debts will she
continue to provide.

Ingrid Justick
732-922-2935

mailto:domapes@aol.com
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Flower Show School Course IV needs your help!
We are studying minor bulbs and container grown begonias. We are

in need of collections and displays of these plants. You can help by
potting up some of these bulbs now.

Look in the catalogs for those blooming around the time of the Flower
Show School-April 25, 26, 2017.  I would suggest that you pot the bulbs
this fall and bring them in that way for the school. Of course, you can cut
flowers from your gardens. They will be the cut specimens.  Some
suggestions are hyacinths, snow drops, scilla, crocus, etc.

The best instructors are going to be teaching:  Dorthy Howatt for
Horticulture and Lynn Fronk for Design.  Sign up early to get the best
seats. The registration form is on the GCNJ website,
www.gardenclubofnewjersey.com.

We are also doing table designs and petites. If you would like to help out
in this area, contact Carol English at overbrook@comcast.net or Florence
Leyssene at florenceleyssene@gmail.com.  

Remember that Course IV can be used as a refresher to go on to Master
Judge status.

Carol English
Flower Show School Chair

overbrook@comcast.net

http://plantdetectives.com/
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Instructors 
Dorthy Howatt- Horticulture                           
� Dorthy Howatt, a resident of Wilmington, DE, 
is the past President of Delaware Federation of 
Garden Clubs, an Accredited Master Judge, a 
NGC, Inc. Flower Show School/Symposium 
Horticulture Instructor, a Da�odil Instructor for 
the American Da�odil Society. Do
collaborated with other NGC Horticulture 
Instructors to write Horticulture, Exhibiting and 
Judging.  She holds a BS degree in Horticulture, 
majoring in plant science with a minor in botany, 
from the University of MD. �
� Dorthy also is the Executive Director of a 
Children’s Cancer Foundation, The Sunrise 
Children’s Foundation, which works to develop 
programs and camps for children and young 
adults in the mid-Atlantic region.  �

Lynn Fronk-Design�
� Lynn is a NGC Master Flower Show 
Judge, Flower Show Schools Design 
and Flower Show Procedure Instructor. 
She has taught in 40 States, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Columbia, Ecuador, and 
Guantanamo  Bay, Cuba. �
� She has judged major flower shows in the 
United States such as the Philadelphia Flower 
Show, Newport Flower Show and the Rhode 
Island State Flower Show. �
� Lynn is currently  serving as President of 
Garden Club of Ohio. She is a member of the 
Serendipity Garden Club, Creative Arrangers 
Guild, Great Lake Atelier Floral Design Group 
and the National Flower Arranger Guild. �
� Lynn is a retired nurse from Children’s 
Hospital and is active in many community 
activities such as Beaux Arts of the Columbus 
Museum of Art, Childhood League Assisting 
Board IX and the Columbus Polymer Clay Guild. �
� She is the author of “Merry Christmas from 
My House to Yours” a small booklet on using 

�

rthy 

natural materials for holiday designs.

Registration Form �
Flower Show School, Course IV                    

April  25-26, Exam April 27 �

                              
Name_______________________________________ �

Address_____________________________________�

 ____________________________________________�

Phone ______________________________________�

 Email_______________________________________ �

GC_______________________________Dist#_____ �

Registration Deadline April 13, 2017               
No refund after April 13 

Two Day Course� � � $125_____ �
Exam for Credit (Thursday)                     $   5_____ 
Horticulture Day (Tuesday) Only               $  65 ____ 
Design Day (Wednesday) Only                 $  65 ____ �

Two Day Club Special (Limit One per club)                  
Two people may attend each day                          
Not for credit. Club check only.� �  $125_____ �

Refresher for Eligible Judges� �  $125_____�

Lunch Tuesday� � � �  $  12 ____�
Lunch Wednesday                                    $  12 ____  
Total Enclosed                                           $________�

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO GCNJ                
Mail registration form and check to                  

Florence Leyssene �
61 Mountainview Drive�
Cedar Gove, NJ 07009�

     Please keep a copy for your records.�

Required Reading List, Course IV 

Books are available from the NGC, Inc. website: 
www.gardenclub.org�

Please allow su�cient time for delivery. �

The National Gardener (TNG) is available on NGC 
website. Username: member Password: flight�

The Handbook for Flower Shows (2007) with printed     
changes from TNG (on line)                         

Chapters 1, 2, 3 12, Flower Show Procedure            
Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 14 Horticulture                    
Chapters 3, 8, 9, 10, 14 Design�

Outlines of Period Flower Arrangement (Hannay)�

Designing by Types (Osborne) �

Hortulana, The 21st Century Edition �

Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging�

Design curriculum includes:                       
Table Designs/Petite Designs�

Plant Groups to be studied:                        
  Minor  Bulbs/ Container Grown Begonias�

Hotel Accomodations                     
Days Hotel�

195 Highway 18 S, East Brunswick, NJ 08016 Tel: 
732-828-6900 Fax: 732-937-4838 

A block of rooms has been reserved until April 25  at the 
rate of $69.95 plus taxes, including continental breakfast. 

Please mention GCNJ.�

Program 
Tuesday, April 25 

7:30 AM�      Registration�
8:00-8:15     Welcome Remarks, Announcements�
8:15-9:15     Flower Show Procedure (Fronk) 1 hr.�
9:15-10:15   Horticulture (Howatt) 1 hr.�
10:15-10:30 Break�
10:30-12:30 Horticulture (Howatt)  2 hr.�
12:30-1:15   Lunch�
1:15-1:30     Announcements                        
1:30-3:30     Practice Point Scoring (Howell)   2 hr.�
3:30-3:45     Break�
3:45-5:45    Written Point Scoring Exam  2 hr.�

Wednesday, April 26 

7:30 AM       Registration�
8:00-8:15     Welcome Remarks, Announcements�
8:15-9:15     Flower Show Procedure (Fronk)  1 hr.�
9:15-10:15   Design (Fronk) 1 hr.�
10:15-10:30 Break�
10:30-12:30 Design (Fronk) 2 hr.�
12:30-1:15   Lunch�
1:15-1:30     Announcements                        
1:30-3:30     Practice Point Scoring (Fronk)  2 hr.�
3:30-3:45     Break�
3:45-5:45     Written Point Scoring Exam 2 hr.�

� � Thursday, April 27�
8:45 AM�      Check-in for students�
9:00-12:00   Exam�                                                 

Flower Show School Course IV 
April 25-26, Exam April 27, 2017�

Holly House�
130 Log Cabin Road�

East Brunswick, NJ 08816�

NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC.�
Sandra H. Robinson�

President �

Dorthy Yard�
Flower Show School Chair�

THE GARDEN CLUB OF NEW JERSEY, INC. 
Susan O’Donnell�

President �

Carol English, FSS Chairman�
406 Casino Ave., �

Cranford N.J. 07016�
908-931-1426 �

overbrook@comcast.net�

Florence Leyssene                            
FSS Registrar �

61 Mountainview Drive�
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009�

(973) 857-1867�
florenceleyssene@gmail.com�

General Information 

� Flower Show School Course IV is the fourth  in a 
series of four courses. Courses may be taken in any order.�

 Attendance is open to all garden club members and 
guests. �
� To receive credit toward becoming an Accredited 
NGC Flower Show Judge, one must attend the full two-day 
course at the cost of $125, pass the written exam on 
Thursday, April 27, be an active garden club member, read 
The National Gardener, and own the current updated NGC 
Handbook and any printed changes. The exam is optional 
for those who are attending for enrichment only. � �
� Front seats will be reserved for students taking 
the course for credit. Those seats will be numbered and 
assigned in the order in which paid registration is received. 
Students must have their attendance card punched at the 
beginning of each session and may not leave until the 
conclusion of the class to receive full credit. �
� The examination consists of 10 questions each in 
Flower Show Procedure, Horticulture and Design. The 
tenth question of each section will be taken from the 
required reading list. �
� Students should bring a clipboard, pencil and 
Handbook with updates. Outlines will be emailed upon paid 
registration to students and hard copies will be provided 
for all attending on the first day of class.�

Directions To Holly House 
From Garden State Parkway, North: �
� Take Exit 129 to NJ Turnpike South (Trenton). Take 
Exit 9 (New Brunswick) onto US 18N, quickly exit onto US 
1 South then continue as below *�

From Garden State Parkway, South:  
� Take Exit 130 to US 1 South * Exit right onto 
Ryder’s Lane via the jug handle under the overpass. 
Immediately move into the left lane to make the 1st left 
turn onto Log Cabin Road. Turn left. Follow the signs to 
Holly House. (Blue/grey building)                                           �

From NJ Turnpike: �
� Take Exit 9 (New Brunswick) to US 18N, quickly 
exit onto US 1 South then continue as above*�

mailto:overbrook@comcast.net
florenceleyssene@gmail.com
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False Holly for Autumn and Winter Charm

The garden in late fall and early winter is synonymous with the smell of newly fallen leaves, frosted annuals
heaped high onto the compost pile and perhaps, should you be so lucky, the sweet fragrance of False Holly
blossoms wafting through the air.  Yes, False Holly, botanically known as Osmanthus heterophyllus, is a plant
that not only blooms in November in central New Jersey, but has far more to offer to the garden!  

Undeniably, False Holly is
an underused plant in New
Jersey gardens.  It is a
member of the Oleaceae or
Olive Family and the
species name was originally
penned by the Portuguese
Jesuit missionary and
botanist, Joäo de Loureiro
(1717-1791), who first saw
members of this genus dur-
ing his 1777-1781 visit to
Canton, China.  The name is
derived from the Greek
Osma or fragrant and
Anthos, meaning flower – a
most appropriate name!  

Osmanthus heterophyllus
is native to Japan and was
first introduced into the
United States in 1856.  It
was initially named Ilex hererophylla by the Scottish botanist George
Don (1798-1858) and it was not until 1958 when the English botanist
Peter Shaw Green (1920-2009) correctly reclassified the plant.  The
species epithet of heterophyllus refers to the two distinct forms of
foliage that the plant displays during its lifetime.   In youth, the juvenile
foliage is spiny and resembles that of an American Holly, misleading
George Don to name it Ilex!  As the plant matures, the adult foliage
becomes predominant, with a smooth leaf margin that is much
friendlier on the gardener!   

Another noteworthy difference between Ilex and Osmanthus is the
arrangement of the leaves along the stem.  Those of Ilex are arranged
alternately while those of Osmanthus are opposite.  False Holly is an
evergreen shrub and hardy throughout most of New Jersey, although
it will require a protected location in the northwestern part of the state.
It is tolerant of sun, but is happiest in filtered shade, slowly growing to
a height of 15’ and over 25’ wide in central New Jersey (the plant
photographed above was planted in 1939).  

The fragrant flowers are produced from early October into
November.  The flowers are produced in such great abundance that,
from a distance, the plant appears to be covered by a heavy frost.
Better yet, the sweet smell can be detected several hundred feet
downwind!  Up close, the flowers are small and white, about ¼”.  They
are borne in clusters of 4 or 5 and appear at the base of the leaf axils. continued on page 14
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Osmanthus has one additional claim to fame--it is not on the hors-d’oeuvre list for the majority of our deer
population.  During a winter several years past, a neighboring Gold Mop False Cypress–often noted as being
deer resistant–was totally defoliated while the False Holly remained untouched! 

The plant has numerous practical
applications in the garden.  When left
unpruned, the plant can serve as a
screen or a backdrop to a perennial
garden or a mixed border (a mixture of
perennials, grasses and woody plants,
offering year-round interest).   The plant
can also be maintained as a hedge
(pictured at left at Longwood Gardens).
Unfortunately, since the flowers appear
on the current season’s wood, shearing
or heavily pruning of the plant will remove
a large portion of the flowers!  Also, the
repeated heavy pruning of the plant
stimulates only the spiny and “unfriendly”
juvenile foliage to be produced.
Consequently, the only practical

application for using Osmanthus as a hedge is where deer pressure precludes other hedge plant selections.

There are a number of cultivars of Osmanthus available.  ‘Gulftide’ is a green foliage form that is also a
particularly hardy form for more Northern regions, and supposedly retains the juvenile foliage throughout much
of its lifetime.   ‘Goshiki’ is currently one of the more popular cultivars due to its more compact habit of only 8-
10’ tall and wide and its yellow splashed
foliage, which fades to cream with age
(pictured at right).  It gives the appearance
of having the happy misfortune of being
below the ladder of a very sloppy painter!
The new growth is often dappled and
streaked with deep pink, shades of which
are repeated in the winter foliage.  It has
proven to be a very cold hardy selection
and resistant to foliar winter burn in most
locations.  The flowers are identical in size
and fragrance to the straight species.  The
plants can be maintained easily at 2 to 3
feet in height, making it an excellent
candidate for a low variegated hedge.  The
plants can also be worked into the mixed
border since the foliage combines well with
a number of herbaceous perennials and annuals.  Due to very sparse production of seed, it is not invasive, and
would serve as an excellent substitute for Barberry if you were looking for something that is somewhat spiky.  

If it is truly a robustly spiky plant you seek, consider the selection ‘Sasaba’ (pictured on page 16).  The leaves
are larger than the species with the leaf spines undulating both up and downward along the leaf margin.  This
plant is unique in that it flowers heavily as a young plant – an exceptional quality since most plants are shy to

False Holly for Autumn and Winter Charm (continued)
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bloom until they have been
established for 8-10 years in the
garden. ‘Sasaba’ has also displayed
exceptional winter hardiness at
Rutgers Gardens.

As a designer, I have always
found it challenging to find
evergreen plants which provide a
size and scale at maturity
appropriate for residential
gardens.  False Holly certainly
meets that challenge.  Compound
this with fragrant autumn flowers,
deer resistance and several
unusual and hardy selections from
which to choose, it is easy to see

Rutgers Gardens offers many opportunities for the community to 
enjoy great plants and to learn about gardening.  The Gardens 
also features numerous community programs, such as the 
Student Run Farm, youth programs and adult educational 
programs. As a member, your support will help maintain the 
Gardens and support these important public programs.

It’s not just a membership; it’s your contribution to the community 
and the environment.  For more information please visit:
http://rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/membership.htm

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey        112 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Membership
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

why False Holly is a charming
plant that more gardeners need to
consider for the autumn and
winter garden.  

Bruce Crawford is the
managing Director of Rutgers
Gardens, a 180-acre outdoor
teaching classroom, horticultural
research facility and arboretum; an
adjunct professor in Landscape
Architecture at the Rutgers School
of Environmental and Biological
Sciences; regularly participates in
the Rutgers-Continuing Education
Program and is the immediate
past-president of the Garden
State Gardens Consortium. Bruce
can be reached at 732-932-8451.

http://rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/membership.htm
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Calendar of Events
NOVEMBER, 2016

5 Garden Club of Toms River Dedication of
Blue Star Marker. See page 7.  

11 Rutgers Gardens Course, “Digging It—Trees
for Your Home Landscape”. Rain Date is
November 18, 2016.

13 Conifer Survey at Frelinghuysen Arboretum.
Cost: $15.00.  See page 6. Rain Date -
November 18.

17 GCNJ Board Holiday Party and November
Board Meeting--Teaberry’s at 12 noon.
RSVP Susan O’Donnell.

20 Native Sons & Daughters at Frelinghuysen
Arboretum. Cost: $37.00. See page 6.

30 Visit Drumthwacket  in Princeton for holiday
cheer.  

DECEMBER, 2016
1 The Dogwood GC of Princeton Holiday

Luncheon at Mercer Oaks Golf Club,
Princeton Junction. Tickets: $50.00.
Speaker: Stephanie Cohen. RSVP:  Doris
Mapes at 609-921-3165 or
domapes@aol.com.

4,7,11,14 Tentative dates for Garden Clubs to visit
Drumthwacket in Princeton during the
holidays.

8 GC of LBI’s Annual Holiday Tour of Homes
with Holiday Boutique and Tea. Tickets:
$45.00. Includes 5 holiday decorated
homes. Contact Ellie at 609-494-3752 or
libibille@att.net for tickets. Website is
www.thegardencluboflbi.com. 

10 Washington Township Historical Society
Annual Historic Tour 11am-4pm.  $20.00
before tour/$25.00 day of.  Call 908-876-
9696.

2017
JANUARY, 2017

28 Dried Flower Workshop at Frelinghuysen
Arboretum. Cost $50.00.  See page 6.

30 GCNJ Board Meeting at Holly House 
(Snow Date-Feb. 6)

FEBRUARY, 2017
23-26 State Flower Show at Raritan Convention

Center in Edison. Theme is “Kaleidoscope”
reflecting overall theme of “Color Your
World.”  Contact Joan Lippi, Chair,
joanlippi@gmail.com and Vice Chair Pat
Bowker, kellysaunt.pb@gmail.com. See
page 3.

MARCH, 2017
11-19 Philadelphia Flower Show-- Theme is

Holland.

APRIL, 2017
12 Judges Council at Holly House, 9-noon.
17 GCNJ Board Meeting at Holly House at 

10 a.m.
25,26,27 Flower Show School IV at Holly House.

Contact Carol English for more information at
908-931-1326 or overbrook@comcast.net or
contact Florence Leyssene, Registrar, at
973-857-1867 or florenceleyssene@gmail.com.
See page 12.

MAY, 2017
16-20 NGC Convention in Richmond, VA. P. Allen

Smith is speaker. Date to be announced.
24 Home GC of Morristown bus trip to Innisfree

Gardens in Millbrook, NY--a 185-acre
garden inspired by gardens depicted on
scrolls of Chinese poet, painter and
gardener, Wang Wei (701-761 A.D.) and
created in the 1920’s.  See Spring issue of
News Leaf for more information.

JUNE, 2017
8 GCNJ Annual Meeting at Bridgewater

Marriott, 9am-4pm.
19 GCNJ Board Meeting at Holly House at 

10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER, 2017
13-15 Fall National Board Meeting in St. Louis,

MO. 

OCTOBER, 2017
3,4,6 Gardening Study School

16 GCNJ Board Meeting at Holly House at 
10 a.m.

24,25,26 GCNJ Landscape Design Schools - College
Farm Road at Agriculture Museum.

NOVEMBER, 2017
6 GCNJ Board Meeting at Holly House at 

10 a.m.

2021
MAY
NGC Convention in New Jersey. Date to be announced.
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